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§250.102 Definitions.

Terms used in this part shall have
the meanings given in the Act and as
defined below:

Act means the OCS Lands Act, as
amended (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.).

Affected State means, with respect to
any program, plan, lease sale, or other
activity proposed, conducted, or ap-
proved pursuant to the provisions of
the Act, any State:

(1) The laws of which are declared,
pursuant to section 4(a)(2) of the Act,

to be the law of the United States for
the portion of the OCS on which such
activity is, or is proposed to be, con-
ducted;

(2) Which is, or is proposed to be, di-
rectly connected by transportation fa-
cilities to any artificial island or in-
stallation or other device permanently
or temporarily attached to the seabed;

(3) Which is receiving, or in accord-
ance with the proposed activity will re-
ceive, oil for processing, refining, or
transshipment which was extracted
from the OCS and transported directly
to such State by means of vessels or by
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a combination of means including ves-
sels;

(4) Which is designated by the Sec-
retary of the Interior (Secretary) as a
State in which there is a substantial
probability of significant impact on or
damage to the coastal, marine, or
human environment, or a State in
which there will be significant changes
in the social, governmental, or eco-
nomic infrastructure, resulting from
the exploration, development, and pro-
duction of oil and gas anywhere on the
OCS; or

(5) In which the Secretary finds that
because of such activity there is, or
will be, a significant risk of serious
damage, due to factors such as pre-
vailing winds and currents to the ma-
rine or coastal environment in the
event of any oil spill, blowout, or re-
lease of oil or gas from vessels, pipe-
lines, or other transshipment facilities.

Air pollutant means any airborne
agent or combination of agents for
which the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has established, pursu-
ant to section 109 of the Clean Air Act,
national primary or secondary ambient
air quality standards.

Analyzed geological information means
data collected under a permit or a lease
which have been analyzed. Analysis
may include, but is not limited to,
identification of lithologic and fossil
content, core analysis, laboratory anal-
ysis of physical and chemical prop-
erties, well logs or charts, results from
formation fluid tests, and descriptions
of hydrocarbon occurrences or haz-
ardous conditions.

Archaeological resource means any
material remains of human life or ac-
tivities that are at least 50 years of age
and that are of archaeological interest.

Attainment area means, for any air
pollutant, an area which is shown by
monitored data or which is calculated
by air quality modeling (or other meth-
ods determined by the Administrator
of EPA to be reliable) not to exceed
any primary or secondary ambient air
quality standards established by EPA.

Best available control technology
(BACT) means an emission limitation
based on the maximum degree of reduc-
tion for each air pollutant subject to
regulation, taking into account energy,
environmental and economic impacts,
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and other costs. The BACT shall be
verified on a case-by-case basis by the
Regional Supervisor and may include
reductions achieved through the appli-
cation of processes, systems, and tech-
niques for the control of each air pol-
lutant.

Coastal environment means the phys-
ical, atmospheric, and biological com-
ponents, conditions, and factors which
interactively determine the produc-
tivity, state, condition, and quality of
the terrestrial ecosystem from the
shoreline inward to the boundaries of
the coastal zone.

Coastal zone means the coastal waters
(including the lands therein and there-
under) and the adjacent shorelands (in-
cluding the waters therein and there-
under) strongly influenced by each

other and in proximity to the
shorelands of the several coastal
States. The coastal zone includes is-

lands, transition and intertidal areas,
salt marshes, wetlands, and beaches.
The coastal zone extends seaward to
the outer limit of the U.S. territorial
sea and extends inland from the shore-
lines to the extent necessary to control
shorelands, the uses of which have a di-
rect and significant impact on the
coastal waters, and the inward bound-
aries of which may be identified by the
several coastal States, pursuant to the
authority in section 305(b)(1) of the
Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA)
of 1972.

Competitive reservoir means a res-
ervoir in which there are one or more
well completions on each of two or
more leases from which the lessees
plan future production.

Correlative rights when used with re-
spect to lessees of adjacent tracts,
means the right of each lessee to be af-
forded an equal opportunity to explore
for, develop, and produce, without
waste, minerals from a common source.

Data means facts and statistics or
samples which have not been analyzed
or processed.

Development means those activities
which take place following discovery of
minerals in paying quantities, includ-
ing geophysical activity, drilling, plat-
form construction, and operation of all
onshore support facilities, and which
are for the purpose of ultimately pro-
ducing the minerals discovered.
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Director means the Director of MMS
of the U.S. Department of the Interior.

District Supervisor means the MMS of-
ficer with authority and responsibility
for a district within an MMS Region.

Eastern Gulf of Mexico means all OCS
areas in the Gulf of Mexico deemed by
the Director to be adjacent to the
State of Florida.

Emission offsets means emission re-
ductions obtained from facilities, ei-
ther onshore or offshore, other than
the facility or facilities covered by the
proposed Exploration Plan or Develop-
ment and Production Plan.

Enhanced recovery operations means
pressure maintenance operations, sec-
ondary and tertiary recovery, cycling,
and similar recovery operations which
alter the natural forces in a reservoir
to increase the ultimate recovery of oil
or gas.

Existing facility as used in §250.303 is
an OCS facility described in an Explo-
ration Plan or a Development and Pro-
duction Plan submitted or approved
prior to June 2, 1980.

Exploration means the process of
searching for minerals, including:

(1) Geophysical surveys where mag-
netic, gravity, seismic, or other sys-
tems are used to detect or imply the
presence of such minerals;

(2) Any drilling, whether on or off
known geological structures, including
the drilling of a well in which a dis-
covery of oil or natural gas in paying
quantities is made and the drilling of
any additional delineation well after
such discovery that is needed to delin-
eate any reservoir and to enable the
lessee to determine whether to proceed
with development and production; and

(3) Any drilling for sulphur, including
the drilling of a well that indicates a
sulphur deposit is present and the drill-
ing of additional delineation wells
needed to outline the sulphur deposit
and enable the lessee to determine
whether to proceed with development
and production operations.

Facility as used in §250.303 concerning
air quality means any installation or
device permanently or temporarily at-
tached to the seabed which is used for
exploration, development, and produc-
tion activities for oil, gas, or sulphur
and which emits or has the potential to
emit any air pollutant from one or
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more sources. All equipment directly
associated with the installation or de-
vice shall be considered part of a single
facility if the equipment is dependent
on, or affects the processes of, the in-
stallation or device. During produc-
tion, multiple installations or devices
will be considered to be a single facil-
ity if the installations or devices are
directly related to the production of oil
or gas at a single site. Any vessel used
to transfer production from an offshore
facility shall be considered part of the
facility while physically attached to it.

Facility as used in §250.417(b) con-
cerning hydrogen sulfide (H> S) means
a vessel, a structure, or an artificial is-
land used for drilling, well-completion,
well-workover, and/or production oper-
ations.

Gas reservoir means a reservoir that
contains hydrocarbons predominantly
in a gaseous (single-phase) state.

Gas-well completion means a well com-
pleted in a gas reservoir or in the gas-
cap of an oil reservoir with an associ-
ated gas cap.

Governor means the Governor of a
State, or the person or entity des-
ignated by, or pursuant to, State law
to exercise the powers granted to such
Governor pursuant to the Act.

Human environment means the phys-
ical, social, and economic components,
conditions, and factors which inter-
actively determine the state, condi-
tion, and quality of living conditions,
employment, and health of those af-
fected, directly or indirectly, by activi-
ties occurring on the OCS.

Information when used without a
qualifying adjective, includes analyzed
geological information, processed geo-
logical information, processed geo-
physical information, interpreted geo-
logical information, and interpreted
geophysical information.

Interpreted geological information
means knowledge, often in the form of
schematic cross sections and maps, de-
veloped by determining the geological
significance of data and analyzed geo-
logical information.

Interpreted geophysical information
means knowledge, often in the form of
schematic cross sections and maps, de-
veloped by determining the geological
significance of geophysical data and
processed geophysical information.
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Lease means any form of authoriza-
tion which is issued under section 8 or
maintained under section 6 of the Act
and which authorizes exploration for,
and development and production of,
minerals or the area covered by that
authorization, whichever is required by
the context.

Lease term pipelines are those pipe-
lines owned and operated by a lessee or
operator and are wholly contained
within the boundaries of a single lease,
unitized leases, or contiguous (not cor-
nering) leases of that lessee or oper-
ator.

Lessee means the party authorized by
a lease, or an approved assignment
thereof, to explore for and develop and
produce the leased deposits in accord-
ance with the regulations in this part.

Major Federal action means any ac-
tion or proposal by the Secretary
which is subject to the provisions of
section 102(2)(C) of the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969 (i.e., an
action which will have a significant
impact on the quality of the human en-
vironment requiring preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement pur-
suant to section 102(2)(C) of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act).

Marine environment means the phys-
ical, atmospheric, and biological com-
ponents, conditions, and factors which
interactively determine the produc-
tivity, state, condition, and quality of
the marine ecosystem, including the
waters of the high seas, the contiguous
zone, transitional and intertidal areas,
salt marshes, and wetlands within the
coastal zone and on the OCS.

Material remains means physical evi-
dence of human habitation, occupation,
use, or activity, including the site, lo-
cation, or context in which such evi-
dence is situated.

Maximum efficient rate (MER) means
the maximum sustainable daily oil or
gas withdrawal rate from a reservoir
which will permit economic develop-
ment and depletion of that reservoir
without detriment to ultimate recov-
ery.

Maximum production rate means the
approved maximum daily rate at which
oil or gas may be produced from a spec-
ified oil-well or gas-well completion.

Minerals includes oil, gas, sulphur,
geopressured-geothermal and associ-
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ated resources, and all other minerals
which are authorized by an act of Con-
gress to be produced from “‘public
lands’ as defined in section 103 of the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976.

Nonattainment area means, for any air
pollutant, an area which is shown by
monitored data or which is calculated
by air quality modeling (or other meth-
ods determined by the Administrator
of EPA to be reliable) to exceed any
primary or secondary ambient air qual-
ity standard established by EPA.

Nonsensitive reservoir means a res-
ervoir in which ultimate recovery is
not decreased by high reservoir produc-
tion rates.

Of archaeological interest means capa-
ble of providing scientific or human-
istic understanding of past human be-
havior, cultural adaptation, and re-
lated topics through the application of
scientific or scholarly techniques, such
as controlled observation, contextual
measurement, controlled collection,

analysis, interpretation, and expla-
nation.
Oil reservoir means a reservoir that

contains hydrocarbons predominantly
in a liquid (single-phase) state.

Oil reservoir with an associated gas cap
means a reservoir that contains hydro-
carbons in both a liquid and gaseous
(two-phase) state.

Oil-well completion means a well com-
pleted in an oil reservoir or in the oil
accumulation of an oil reservoir with
an associated gas cap.

Operator means the individual, part-
nership, firm, or corporation having
control or management of operations
on the leased area or a portion thereof.
The operator may be a lessee, des-
ignated agent of the lessees, or holder
of operating rights under an approved
operating agreement.

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) means
all submerged lands lying seaward and
outside of the area of lands beneath
navigable waters as defined in section 2
of the Submerged Lands Act (43 U.S.C.
1301) and of which the subsoil and sea-
bed appertain to the United States and
are subject to its jurisdiction and con-
trol.

Person includes, in addition to a nat-
ural person, an association, a State, a
political subdivision of a State, or a
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private, public, or municipal corpora-
tion.

Pipelines are the piping, risers, and
appurtenances installed for the purpose
of transporting oil, gas, sulphur, and
produced waters.

Processed geological information means
data collected under a permit or a lease
which have been processed. Processing
involves changing the form of data so
as to facilitate interpretation. Proc-
essing operations may include, but are
not limited to, applying corrections for
known perturbing causes, rearranging
or filtering data, and combining or
transforming data elements.

Production means those activities
which take place after the successful
completion of any means for the re-
moval of minerals, including such re-
moval, field operations, transfer of
minerals to shore, operation moni-
toring, maintenance, and work-over op-
erations.

Projected emissions means emissions,
either controlled or uncontrolled, from
a source or sources.

Right-of-way pipelines are those pipe-
lines which: (1) Are contained within
the boundaries of a single lease or unit-
ized leases but are not owned and oper-
ated by a lessee or operator of that
lease or unit, (2) are contained within
the boundaries of contiguous (not cor-
nering) leases which do not have a
common lessee or operator, (3) are con-
tained within the boundaries of contig-
uous (not cornering) leases which have
a common lessee or operator but are
not owned and operated by that com-
mon lessee or operator, or (4) are con-
tained within a block(s) which is un-
leased.

Regional Director means the MMS of-
ficer with responsibility and authority
for a Region within MMS.

Regional Supervisor means the MMS
officer with responsibility and author-
ity for operations or other designated
program functions within an MMS Re-
gion.

Routine operations means for the pur-
poses of subpart F, any of the following
operations conducted on a well with
the tree installed: (1) cutting paraffin;
(2) removing and setting pump-
through-type tubing plugs, gas-lift
valves, and subsurface safety valves
which can be removed by wireline oper-
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ations; (3) bailing sand; (4) pressure
surveys; (5) swabbing; (6) scale or cor-
rosion treatment; (7) caliper and gauge
surveys; (8) corrosion inhibitor treat-
ment; (9) removing or replacing sub-
surface pumps; (10) through-tubing log-
ging (diagnostics); (11) wireline fishing;
and (12) setting and retrieving other
subsurface flow-control devices.

Sensitive reservoir means a reservoir
in which ultimate recovery is de-
creased by high reservoir production
rates. A high reservoir production rate
is one which exceeds the MER.

Significant  archaeological resource
means those archaeological resources
that meet the criteria of significance
for eligibility to the National Register
of Historic Places as defined in 36 CFR
60.4.

Waste of oil, gas, or sulphur means (1)
the physical waste of oil, gas, or sul-
phur; (2) the inefficient, excessive, or
improper use of, or the unnecessary
dissipation of reservoir energy; (3) the
locating, spacing, drilling, equipping,
operating, or producing of any oil, gas,
or sulphur well(s) in a manner which
causes or tends to cause a reduction in
the quantity of oil, gas, or sulphur ulti-
mately recoverable under prudent and
proper operations or which causes or
tends to cause unnecessary or excessive
surface loss or destruction of oil or gas;
or (4) the inefficient storage of oil.

Well-completion operations means the
work conducted to establish production
from a well after the production-casing
string has been set, cemented, and
pressure-tested.

Well-control fluid means drilling mud,
completion fluid, or workover fluid as
appropriate to the particular operation
being conducted.

Workover operations means the work
conducted on wells after the initial
well-completion operation for the pur-
pose of maintaining or restoring the
productivity of a well.

[53 FR 10690, Apr. 1, 1988, as amended at 56
FR 32098, July 15, 1991; 59 FR 53093, Oct. 21,
1994; 62 FR 3795, Jan. 27, 1997. Redesignated
and amended at 63 FR 29479, 29484, May 29,
1998]

§250.103 Performance requirements.

(a) Nothing in this part shall pre-
clude the use of new or alternative
techniques, procedures, equipment, or

248



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-01-13T07:47:26-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




